Subject: UNCRC - Reporting Process 2006-07 Draft Scottish Contribution Chapter 7 Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities, Section B Para 392-399

Play Scotland would like to comment on the draft response to the UNCRC Reporting Process 2006-07 Scottish Contribution in particular to Chapter 7 Education, Leisure and Cultural Activities, Section B Paragraphs 392-399 as undernoted:

Article 31 states that:

States Parties recognise the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.

States parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activities.

· Given the widespread political support regarding the Importance of Play in the full development of the child vis-a-vis Education, Physical Literacy, Cultural, Social and Emotional competence, health and well-being, it is essential that Play is referred to in this section.

· Recognising and supporting the Child’s Right to Play impacts also on Article 2 (Best Interest of Child),  Article 12 (Participation), 24 (Health), 28 & 29 (Educational Development) and Article 31

· Recent Research from Play Scotland shows that all 32 Local Authorities provide a wide range of play opportunities both indoor and outdoor and we would like support to see this continued in a more strategic way in the future.  We urge a child centered rights based approach to the development of all Policies and Legislations in Scotland, taking full account of the best interest of the child.

· Play Scotland would like to refer you to the ‘Benefits of Play and Playwork’ (recent evidence based research 2001-2006 demonstrating the impact and benefits of Play and Playwork published by CYWU and SkillsActive) www.skillsactive.com
